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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO THE FREMANTLE EASTERN BYPASS 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.  

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.38 pm]:  The motion, as it was presented by Hon Simon 
O’Brien, is for the establishment of a select committee to look into the deletion of the Fremantle eastern bypass.  
I support the motion.  The bypass does have a history that will need to be investigated by the Parliament.  It 
would be wise to establish a select committee to look into this issue for a number of reasons.   

Firstly, I commend the Government on the ministerial statement presented today on the Government Financial 
Responsibility Act 2000, and suggest that the economic statement by the Government is indicative of the wide-
ranging industry development and progress that Western Australia has made.  I will bring this debate from a very 
narrow to a broader perspective.  The transport needs and functions of this State cannot be confined to the 
narrow area of Fremantle, where our major port is located, because there are wider implications.  Therefore, we 
cannot narrow the debate about the eastern bypass down to a very few people in one seat for whom it has a 
political connection; it has broader implications for the whole of Perth, for the whole of the South Metropolitan 
Region, for the whole of the State of Western Australia and, in the long term, for the whole nation.  The proposal 
by Hon Simon O’Brien to establish a select committee to look into this issue is a very valid one, and is one that I 
support.  He has outlined the proposed duration of the committee, its terms of reference and the number of 
people he would like to see on it. 

The eastern bypass issue has a chequered history.  Hon Simon O’Brien alluded to some of the issues, including 
the fact that the local member took a stand and then altered it.  The origin of this issue relates not only to the seat 
of Fremantle and about who would win it, but also to efforts to manage the transport issues in Fremantle for the 
city of Perth and the State in a broader sense.  It is incumbent upon a responsible Government to take long-term 
planning issues into consideration.  Governments cannot hastily plan for bridges, roads, harbours and railways in 
an ad hoc way to suit a very small section of a town or a city, when the impact is felt by the wider community. 

I suggest that the political sensitivities surrounding the Fremantle eastern bypass and its deletion involve a long 
history of sound planning but a short-term approach with a political twist, and that is my concern.  Members 
would be aware that since I have been in this place I have had a close involvement with a number of transport 
issues.  As somebody said earlier, transport issues concern most people every day. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  You did an outstanding job with the Rockingham railway. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I thank the member.  I did chair that task force during the term of the previous 
coalition Government, and I also chaired a task force for Hon Eric Charlton on traffic calming, the report of 
which led to the establishment of the Office of Road Safety and a number of other things.  I came into this place 
with little knowledge of transport issues, but one of the benefits of serving the people is that one learns a lot 
along the way.   

This is a broad issue about saving a reservation that connects with a number of important roads and other 
infrastructure in this State.  The port of Fremantle is one of the most efficient in Australia.  It has increased its 
turnover enormously in the past 10 to 15 years.  It was one of the first ports to move to containerisation and it 
has increased its handling of port traffic in an efficient way that is a great credit to the current chief executive 
officer of Fremantle port, Kerry Sanderson, and her team.  Kerry, of course, is an economist and she has applied 
that discipline very well to the handling of Fremantle port.  Currently, that port handles 250 000 containers each 
year; when it reaches capacity, it is estimated it will deal with some 800 000 to 900 000 containers each year.  
Those containers have to be unloaded at the port, put on either trains or trucks to go to Kewdale, and then 
handled and sent further, just as exports are brought into Kewdale and travel through the city of Fremantle to 
access the port. 

The minister suggests that she would like to see an increase in the number of containers on rail from the current 
three per cent to eight per cent of the port traffic, which would still leave 92 per cent of the port traffic being 
diverted to road.  As I said at a public meeting the other day, it is a myth to suggest that public transport may be 
the resolution to the problem of freight and cargo traffic when we are talking about containerisation and the very 
successful export of live sheep and cattle from this State.  A question was asked of the Minister for Agriculture 
today during question time about the dire situation in regional Western Australia.  Some farmers who have 
flocks and herds left and enough feed to feed them will be looking at the export market again this year.  The 
export of live sheep has meant a huge increase in exports from Western Australia.  It is a nonsense to suggest 
that we might put that cargo on public transport, because we would not have cattle and sheep catching buses and 
trains in and out of the port.  I hear this regularly.  Having been raised on a farm and involved in the export of 
sheep and whatever, I find it whimsical for people to talk about easily resolving this issue by putting export 
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products on public transport.  The issue of containerisation and moving heavy cargo and animal cargo across the 
State from the rural regions into the port, and from the port to Kewdale and out to other areas, cannot be resolved 
by the use of public transport, except for freight trains.  At the moment we are talking about a freight train going 
through the centre of Fremantle, past the Roundhouse and Cicerello’s, where tourists regularly gather for meals. 

Hon Jim Scott:  Instead of the hundreds of trucks that go through. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  They do not go through Fishing Boat Harbour or the tourist centre.  I am not sure 
how many times the honourable member goes down there with his family to have fish and chips. 

Hon Jim Scott:  You still smell them. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I am talking about a realistic resolution of the transport problem connected with this 
whole issue.  I am trying to explain to the Chamber that this is not just a simplistic issue of one road - the eastern 
bypass - being removed to solve all the transport issues for Western Australia.  I have highlighted one of the 
issues, namely, the port.  I was in the midst of saying that the number of containers that come into the port at the 
moment stands at 250 000 a year and that that figure is expected to grow to 800 000 or 900 000 by 
approximately 2020. 

Hon Jim Scott:  What was that? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  It is now 15 000 cars a day, every day, and that will increase to 30 000 a day.  As I 
said earlier, even if the minister were to reach the expectation that eight per cent of containers were moved onto 
rail freight, 92 per cent of the port freight traffic would still go onto our roads.  Therefore, we need to have 
efficient roads.  The issue is not just a road that will bypass the City of Fremantle but a road that will service the 
industrial area of Osborne Park and also the growing areas of Kwinana and Rockingham. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  
 


